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The United Kingdom has longstanding security and economic interests in Southeast Asia. London is a member of the Five Power Defence Arrangements and has a 
residual military presence in Brunei. Two-way trade with Southeast Asia may only constitute a fraction of the United Kingdom’s trade with Europe but it still amounted 
to £32.4 billion (US$45 billion) in 2016 — a 9.1 per cent increase from 2015. The United Kingdom’s main trading partner in the region is Singapore, through which 
trade with other ASEAN states is often routed.

Beyond its bilateral ties, London’s relationship with ASEAN is mediated through the European Union, one of ASEAN’s most generous dialogue partners. As the United 
Kingdom exits the EU, the challenge will be to develop a coherent policy towards Southeast Asia that takes account of the United Kingdom’s wider geopolitical and 
security interests, while strengthening its economic ties with Southeast Asia — a market of over 640 million people. The United Kingdom must also balance a 
long-term strategy for engaging ASEAN with the high-profile pursuit of new FTAs.

For UK, as they prepare to leave the European Union, China matters more than ever. As the country leaves its traditional market – turning its back on the 27 nations 
that will remain in the EU – it will be hungry for new partners and markets to offset the loss. China is the best solution. For Beijing, receiving the nod on its rising role 
in global affairs from a Western power is significant. With its soft power, Britain can help China on the world stage. Beijing also sees Britain as a springboard to Europe. 
For instance, with the EU refusing to recognise China as a market economy, and talks on a China-EU investment agreement stumbling, Britain could become the first 
European nation to sign a free-trade deal with China as London will have a free hand to make its own decisions.

China remains ASEAN largest trading partner and is expected to be become one of the largest exporters and provider of foreign direct investment overtaking EU. It’s 
innovative ‘Belt and Road Initiative’, a venture to create the modern day ‘silk road’ spanning 60 countries and 70% of the world’s population has effectively shifted the 
centre of global economy to Asia.

This roundtable will discuss the following issues:
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1.30 pm 

2.15 pm

2.45 pm

3.45 pm

4.45 pm

4.50 pm

5.00 pm

Arrival and Registration of Participants

Welcome & Introductory Speeches
Dr. Michael Yeoh, Chief Executive Officer, ASLI

Special Addresses

Panel Discussion: Benefiting from BRI - How Britain, China and ASEAN can collaborate 
on BRI?
The cores issues in debate in Asia Pacific is the rapid rise of China. Already closely intertwined 
with China, ASEAN is coming to terms with China’s growing political, economic and military 
influence.

Closing Remarks

Presentation of Mementoes and Group Photography Session

End of Roundtable / Refreshments

“United Kingdom with China in ASEAN : Post Brexit”

World Chinese Economic Summit 2018
Regional Roundtable Meeting

What makes ASEAN globally relevant in the current and future perspective?
How is the British government promoting British business and cooperation with ASEAN?
How does UK see the role of China in ASEAN?
With the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the EU approaching, London has to decide whether it wants formal partnership with ASEAN - and, if so, what kind 
of arrangement?
How can British-Sino relations be further improved?
Can UK shift the “golden era” into a higher gear purely by pushing economic cooperation?
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What are the key trends in BRI projects?
How is the British government promoting British business and cooperation with ASEAN?
How does UK see the role of China in ASEAN?
What kind of partnership does UK wants with ASEAN, post Brexit?
How has the BRI affected China’s trade and investment patterns, its diplomatic reach, and 
its soft power?
What are the economic implications of the BRI for Britain?
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For further information please contact: Ms. Melissa Wong - Tel: +(603) 2093 5326   Email: melissawong@asli.com.my www.asli.com.my   

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS
H. E. Shaukat Aziz
Former Prime Minister of Pakistan & member of 
Board of Directors of the Boao Forum for AsiaThe 
Rt. Hon. Lord Sheikh
House of Lords, UK
Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew
Chairman, Country Heights Group / Patron, WCES
Dr. Michael Yeoh
Chief Executive Officer, Asian Strategy & 
Leadership Institute (ASLI)
Datuk SK Lingam
President, ASEAN UK Business Forum
Mr. Jonathan Bewes
Vice Chairman, Corporate & Institutional Banking, 
Standard Chartered Bank, UK
Prof. Lawrence S. Young
Vice -President (China) / Pro-Dean (External 
Affairs), Warwick Medical School / Director of the 
Warwick Cancer Research Centre, University of 
Warwick
Mr. Edmond Yeo
Chair of the Chinese Information and Advice
Centre (CIAC), London / Member of the WCES 
International Advisory Council
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